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Community Support, Awareness Soars

We saw a tremendous outpouring of support like never before this month. Through multiple 
organizations and 100 individual donations, we are bringing in $282,000 to improve our 
program.  It is clear: more people know about the GOC and the impact we are having on our 
Members’ lives. 

The Amazing Give raised $25,000 for the GOC, we were awarded $97,000 federal funding 
through the City of Gainesville, and we picked up our Rotary check for $60,000 to fund our 
commercial kitchen. On top of that, Satch Squared donated $3,508.94 and plans to partner with 
us to employ our members.

The City awarded us two years of 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
money at $97,000 per year. We intend 
to use that to hire more staff. The 
Rotary contribution will pay for a 
commercial, restaurant-style kitchen 
in our building.   The Satch-Squared 
and Amazing Give donations will go to 
general program improvements. 

This is the most support we have seen 
in one month ever! Thank you to all 
who helped make this happen!
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North Florida Hospital to Partner with GOC
Community leaders are 

continuing to take notice of 
the GOC. We met with top 
executives from a major 

hospital. For the purpose of 
inclusion, they’re interested 
in hiring individuals from a 
neurodiverse population. 

We will open a door to new 
job opportunities for our 

Members in positions which 
we can support. Since 

North Florida Hospital has a 
psychiatric unit, they would 
like to refer patients in their 
programs to the GOC, which  
will grow our Membership.

Meet Mackenzie! Mackenzie started coming to the 
GOC looking for help with getting mental health 
resources. Mackenzie’s friend, Kaitlyn (then GOC 
volunteer, now GOC staff), told Mackenzie about 
GOC and it sounded like a place she would want to 
check out.

GOC has been very helpful to Mackenzie by 
giving her a support team that helped her get the 
resources she needed.  GOC also helped her get a 
working phone that she can use in an emergency 
and that her (then-potential, now-current) employer 
can use to contact her) and...a job! Mackenzie is 
now working at a movie theater in food sales and 
cleaning!

At GOC, you will find Mackenzie in the Culinary 
Unit prepping and cooking food, and in the Office Unit working in the reception position. All of 
this work that Mackenzie is doing at GOC is giving her valuable new job skills she did not have 
before. 

Mackenzie would like to become more independent, and if there was no GOC, Mackenzie 
“would probably still be using my friends for support, which would put a strain on our 
relationships.”
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Community

City Funds GOCDriving!

Artwalk at GOC

The City Commission awarded the GOC $97,000 
for the next two years from federal COVID-

relief money.  The American Rescue Plan Act 
was directed to local nonprofits by the City 

Commision.  

The GOC passed a rigorous and throrough 
application process in order to receive this 

funding.  The GOC hopes to hire additional staff 
with the funds, which will, in turn, lead to more 

help for our Members.

Our monthly Artwalk event was a success.  We 
host the event at the GOC on the last Friday of 

every month.  

GOC Founding Member Michael Leyman was 
the featured artist this time.  Please come by 
and see us, meet our Members, learn about 

our program, and see some great art.

The GOC participated in the first annual 
Alachua County Emergency Preparedness 

Expo. Speakers were there from the Alachua 
County Fire Department, State Emergency 

Response Team, Vet Center, Center for 
Independent Living, and Local Emergency 
Team. There were lots of handouts to make 
sure individual households can be prepared 

for hurricane season and other disasters.

We were here when Terrica got her first job 
ever. Now she is has a drivers license and is 
driving for the first time ever. Proud of you, 

Terrica!!!
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Want to help?  Below are various ways that you can help us help others.

If you work for a business that’s part of the United Way, you 
can donate pre-tax through your employer.  The United Way 
has a sign up period near the end of the calendar year. Think 
GOC!!!!!

When you shop on Amazon, think of 
GOC! 

Any and all help is appreciated. Simply 
search for us on Amazon or click the 

images to the left and to the right. 
(Wishlist-> https://tinyurl.com/yum48cu3)

Please use our email info@goclubhouse.org as the recipient.

GOC Proudly Supported by: 
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Monthly Calendar and Events

Newsletter Credits:

Brett Buell 
Producer / Writer/ 
Layout/Photos

Rob Ellis
Photographer

David Stevens
Writer

Michael Shea
Layout 

John Smith
Photographer

Adam Wagoner
Layout Design

David Turull
Layout/Consultant

Reid Schreiber
Writer/Layout

May 5th 12th, 19th, 26th -WRAP 1:30-3:30PM
May 6th -EOC Lunch and Learn
May 7th - Social Saturday - Natural History Museum  
May 9th - Crisis Intervention Training with local Law Enforcement
May 17 - De-escalation training/Conflict Resolution at GOC
May 24 - Art for All at UF Health Street
May 25 - Employment Dinner
May 27th - Art Walk

8:30am Clubhouse Opens

9:00am Breakfast starts

9:30 am General Membership Meeting

10:00 am Work Day commences in Office, 
Culinary, Media and Garden

12:00 pm Lunch

12:30 pm Wellness Walk

1:00 pm

1:30 pm Office Unit Meeting

2:00pm Work Day Continues

4:30 pm Clubhouse closes

Weekly Meetings

Daily Events and Meetings

Monday 2:00 p.m.- Programming

Tuesday 2:00 p.m.- Culinary, Wellness, Garden

Wednesday 2:00 p.m.- Website

Wednesday 3:00 p.m.- Newsletter

Thursday 2:00 p.m- Adobe/Media

May 1- John Waitcus
May 26 - Jake Newcomb
May 31 - Diane Childs

Birthdays
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Month in Pictures

Amanda and David are busy 
writing thank you notes to all 

of our generous donors.
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Our kitchen will soon be upgraded to retaurant-
style. County Commissioner Mary Helen Wheeler 

will get her picture taken before and after the 
construction. 

Tony Barr visited us, too. He is pictured 
with Brett. Come get your before and 
after photo and be part of our history!

When Sean isn’t working at 
Culver’s, he helps out at the 

GOC.

Nancy Ryan cooked for the GOC before we even had a 
kitchen. She visited and donated for the Amazing Give.

Deidra, Members and 
staff visited another 
Florida Clubhouse.


