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Open House & Renovation Celebration! 

The Gainesville Opportunity Center expansion will allow the office and kitchen work to be separate from each 
other. We can offer the stabilizing influence of a work-ordered day to more people without interruption. We 
can do more outreach because we now have the physical plan to accommodate them. More people can get on 
the way to gainful employment.  
 
The GOC just had a great Open House, with about 100 community leaders and impact partners in attendance.  
We just expanded our facility, giving us a greater impact to help people living with mental illness. As you may 
know, we are a recovery-through-work model. Due to space limitations, we had to share areas. The people 
participating in our professional programs were interrupted every day at 11:00am to set up for our lunch.  
 
Our afternoon activities such as art also interfered with our professional programs. Now, with increased space, 
our professional programs such as our billing services, our newsletter, and our media unit won’t be 
interrupted. This means we will be able to serve more people in both a quantitative and qualitative experience. 
Thank you to the community who supported us. We raised over $1500 that evening in raffles and auctions.  
 
More importantly, we provided a forum for the mental health community to come together. 
To see a video about our clubhouse, how it works, and how we’re trying to grow, please go to YouTube. 
Here’s the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9oU1GB1Y9Q 

Our Open House and Renovation Celebration was fantastic! Held on August 22nd from 5:00pm-7:00pm, 
visitors got to see all the changes to our Clubhouse after our expansion. The silent auction and raffle were 
successful, as well as the $5 Taco Bar.  Gift baskets were prepared using items donated by the following 
groups: Surface  Kings, Earthwise Pets, Spa Royale, Red Lobster, Satchel’s, Domino’s, Ann Cooper, Neil 
Crenshaw, Sara Ross, and Joan Stevens. 
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Open House & Renovation Celebration! continued 

 

VIPS: 

Dr. Regina Bussing, UF College of Medicine Shands Department of Psychiatry Chair; Mona Gil de Gibaja, 

President and CEO of United Way of North Central Florida; Gainesville Mayor Lauren Poe; Alachua County 

Commissioner Robert “Hutch” Hutchinson; and 

Stacy Scott, Public Defender for the 8th Judicial 

Court; Retired Gainesville Police Department 

Captain Willhel Vosa; and Crisis Intervention 

Team officers in law enforcement. 

 

Thank you to the board members present:  

Cyndi Garvan, Trish Sokol, Jodie Irving,  

Reid Schreiber, Maggie Hannon, Gail Childs, 

and Tara Lynn De Wese-Mitchel. 

NEW GOC HOURS 
 

 Our new hours started on Tuesday, September 4th. 
The new closing time is 5pm. 

Joan Stevens 

Brett and Lauren Poe 

GOC  MONTHLY GAZETTE 
SEPTEMBER 2018    

September and October Birthdays 

Sept 5. Karen McKay 
Sept 8. Troy Fisher        
Sept 12. Mark Bielawa  
Sept 13. Daoud Rana       
Sept 16. Joel Andreasen   

Oct. 2 Stephanie Judd 
Oct. 3 Manuel Alcantara 
Oct. 3 Titus Smoaks 
Oct. 8 Zennie Best 
Oct. 13 Chris Poirier 
Oct. 24 Michael Leyman 

We celebrate  
birthdays on the LAST 
Friday of each month. 

Come join us at 1pm on 
September 28th  

and October 26th, 2018 

to celebrate with cake! 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 9:00 Open, GOC Café, Job 
sign-up for Culinary and 

Office 

9:00 Open, GOC Café, Job 
sign-up for Culinary and 

Office 

 9:00 Open, GOC Café, Job 
sign-up for Culinary and 

Office 

 9:00 Open, GOC Café, Job 
sign-up for Culinary and 

Office 

 9:00 Open, GOC Café, Job 
sign-up for Culinary and 

Office 

10:00 
Morning Meeting 

10:00 - Weekly  
House Meeting 

10:00 -  
Morning Meeting 

10:00 -  
Morning Meeting 

10:00 -  
Morning Meeting 

10:15 - Culinary: Lunch 
Prep. Office; Outreach and 

Data Entry 

10:15 - Culinary: Lunch 
Prep. Office; Outreach and 

Data Entry 

10:15 - Culinary: Lunch 
Prep. Office; Outreach and 

Data Entry 

10:15 - Culinary: Lunch 
Prep. Office; Outreach and 

Data Entry 

10:15 - Culinary: Lunch 
Prep. Office; Outreach and 

Data Entry 

12:00 - Lunch 12:00 - Lunch 12:00 - Lunch 12:00 - Lunch 12:00 - Lunch 

12:30 - GOC Meeting, Job 
Sign up,  

Lunch Clean-up 

12:30 - GOC Meeting, Job 
Sign up,  

Lunch Clean-up 

12:30 - GOC Meeting, Job 
Sign up,  

Lunch Clean-up 

12:30 - GOC Meeting, Job 
Sign up,  

Lunch Clean-up 

12:30 - GOC Meeting, Job 
Sign up,  

Lunch Clean-up 

1:00 - Technology Skill 
Building Class 

1:00 - Entrepreneurship 
Culinary: Fridge Cleaning & 

Inventory 

1:00 - Art Class 
Culinary:  

Clean, Organize 
1:00 - Job Readiness 2:30 - Social Friday 

2:00 - Culinary: Oven Clean-
ing. Office Media unit 

 2:00– Staff meeting 
2:00– Culinary and Office; 

Menu planning,  
GOC Cookbook 

 

3:00 - Culinary: Clean, Or-
ganize Coffee Bar 

Office; Clean, Inventory, 
Outreach 

3:00 - Culinary; Clean, Or-
ganize Coffee Bar 

 3:00 - Culinary; Clean, 
Organize Coffee Bar 

Office: Clean, Newsletter 

3:00 - Culinary: Clean, Or-
ganize Coffee Bar 

Office: Clean, Fundraising 

 3:00 - Culinary: Clean, 
Organize Coffee Bar 

Office; Clean, Clean fish 
tanks 

4:30 – Closing tasks 

5:00 - Close 

4:30 – Closing tasks 

5:00 Close 

 4:30 – Closing tasks 

5:00—Close 

4:30 - Closing tasks 

5:00- Close 

4:30 - Closing tasks 

5:00—Closing 

 
We recently purchased a video camera for our 
media unit. We are committed to a strong 
YouTube and Facebook presence to attract new 
members and donors.  Donations help us provide 
programs to an underserved population, people 
with mental illness. Teaching members how to 
operate the video camera and upload videos to the internet is a job skill for 
maintaining and updating relevant job skills. We believe the camera and editing 
software will help us with fundraising, outreach, and develop our own weekly 
and monthly news show. 

Schedule 

New Media Unit 
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